PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Q77762 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A magnetic tape cartridge comprising: 
a cartridge case having upper and lower cases fastened together; 

a single reel, rotatablv housed within said cartridge case, which has magnetic tape wound 
thereon; 

a leader pin, coupled with a leading end of said magnetic tape, which has upper and lower 
flange portions at both ends; and 

upper and lower pin retaining spring members which elasticallv engage the upper and 
lower flange portions of said leader pin, 

wherein said upper and lower pin retaining members have upper and lower elastic arm 
portions which differ in at least one of wall thickness, shape, or material so that [said] different 
spring characteristics are obtained. 
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14. (Original) A magnetic tape cartridge as set forth in claim 13, wherein a top surface 
of a bottom wall of the lower case has a stepped-down portion in a region facing a lower edge of 
the lower elastic arm portion, so as to form a gap between the lower elastic arm portion and the 
top surface of the bottom wall of the lower case. 

15-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (New) A magnetic tape cartridge as set forth in claim 13, wherein said upper and 
lower pin retaining spring members elastically engage the upper and lower flange portions of 
said leader pin so that with an axis of said leader pin directed in a vertical direction, said leader 
pin is detachably retained between said upper and lower cases. 

18. (New) A magnetic tape cartridge as set forth in claim 13, wherein said leader pin is 
constructed so that it is caught by a pin catching member of a recording-reproducing unit and 
moved out of said cartridge case and so that it is returned into said cartridge case by said pin 
catching member. 

19. (New) A magnetic tape cartridge as set forth in claim 18, wherein said upper and 
lower pin retaining members have different spring characteristics so that when said leader pin is 
returned into said cartridge case, one of the pin retaining members starts engaging with the 
flange portion of said leader pin earlier than the other. 
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